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Indo-Pacific multilateral institutions and dialogues

In a region as diverse, complex and interconnected as the Indo-Pacific, structured communication and 
engagement between countries is vital to getting things done. 

Formal institutions and structured summits and dialogues are two important ways that countries can 
interact, collaborate, and come up with collective responses to shared challenges and opportunities.

This explainer outlines some key Indo-Pacific multilateral and regional institutions and dialogues that 
are important for Australia.

Multilateral and regional institutions

Multilateral and regional institutions are formed by agreement of all member countries, and usually 
underpinned by a charter or agreement to which each country formally accedes. Examples of 
multilateral and regional institutions include the United Nations, the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations, and the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA).

DATE ESTABLISHED: 	 1967

MEMBERS: 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, Cambodia, 
Myanmar, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, Laos, 
Vietnam, Timor-Leste [observer]

DATE ESTABLISHED: 	 1994

MEMBERS: 
ASEAN, Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, China, 
the European Union, India, Japan, Mongolia, 
New Zealand, North Korea, Pakistan, Papua New 
Guinea, Russia, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Timor-
Leste, the US

PURPOSE:
ASEAN is the central platform for economic 
and political cooperation in Southeast Asia. It 
is managed by a secretariat in Jakarta, and 
ASEAN’s chairmanship is rotated annually 
between members. ASEAN diplomacy is 
guided by non-interference, and decisions are 
determined by consensus (the ‘ASEAN Way’). 
‘ASEAN centrality’ refers to the organisation’s 
position at the centre of a network of cooperative 
regional institutions. Implicit in the term is 
an assumption of ASEAN leadership, as these 
ASEAN-led mechanisms are seen as open and 
inclusive platforms for all regional powers.

Collectively, ASEAN is among Australia’s most 
important economic partners (accounting for 
14 per cent of two-way goods and services 
trade) and provides a platform for Australia’s 
engagement with Southeast Asia.

PURPOSE:
The ARF was established in 1994 to promote 
peaceful dialogue on security issues in the Indo-
Pacific. It comprises the 10 ASEAN members and 
future member Timor-Leste, 10 ASEAN Dialogue 
Partners (Australia, Canada, China, the European 
Union, India, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea, 
Russia and the United States) as well as 
Bangladesh, North Korea, Mongolia, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka and Papua New Guinea.

ASEAN-led fora such as the ARF provide a 
platform for Australia to promote its objectives of 
regional stability and a rules-based order in the 
Indo-Pacific.

The Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

ASEAN Regional 
Forum (ARF)
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DATE ESTABLISHED: 	 1989

MEMBERS: 
Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, the 
Philippines, Russia, South Korea, Singapore, 
Taiwan, Thailand, the US, Vietnam

DATE ESTABLISHED: 	 1999

MEMBERS: 
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, 
Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South 
Korea, Türkiye, the UK, the US, the African Union, 
and the European Union, Spain [permanent 
guest]

PURPOSE:
APEC is the premier Asia-Pacific economic forum. 
It aims to support sustainable economic growth 
and prosperity in the region. APEC promotes 
regional economic integration – including 
through faster customs procedures, favourable 
business climates, and aligned regulations 
and standards. Economic leaders’ meetings 
(usually attended by heads of government) are 
held annually, preceded by foreign and trade 
ministers’ meetings.

APEC’s member economies are home to more 
than 2.9 billion people and make up over 60 per 
cent of global GDP. 

PURPOSE:
The G20 is an intergovernmental annual forum 
that brings together the world’s major and 
systemically important economies. The forum 
plays an important role in addressing major 
international economic issues, as well as 
strengthening and shaping global economic 
architecture and governance. The G20 also has 
issue-specific engagement groups that provide a 
platform for dialogue between G20 and various 
stakeholders such as business leaders (B20), 
youth (Y20), religious leaders (R20), think tanks 
and researchers (T20) amongst many others.

The G20 includes 19 countries and two regional 
unions (the European Union and the African 
Union). Combined, its members represent 85 per 
cent of global GDP, 75 per cent of international 
trade and two-thirds of the global population.

Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC)

Group of 20 
(the G20)

DATE ESTABLISHED: 	 1997

MEMBERS: 
Australia, Bangladesh, Comoros, France, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Oman, Seychelles, Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, 
United Arab Emirates, Yemen

PURPOSE:
The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is 
the largest inter-governmental organisation in 
the Indian Ocean region. It is the only regional 
organisation of its kind to bring together 
countries from around the ocean’s rim. IORA 
aims to foster regional cohesion and consensus, 
particularly in the areas of economic cooperation, 
the environment, technology, and trade and 
investment. Its priority areas are: maritime safety 
and security; trade and investment facilitation; 

fisheries management; disaster risk management; 
tourism and cultural exchanges; and academia, 
science and technology. 

IORA provides an important platform for Australia 
to promote regional stability and sustainable 
development, as well as assert its influence in the 
evolving geopolitical landscape of the Indian Ocean.

Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA)
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Dialogues and summits

Dialogues and summits can be formal meetings between government representatives (for example the 
East Asia Summit, the QUAD, or meetings that bring together both government and non-government 
representatives (the Shangri-La Dialogue, the Raisina Dialogue). Both are valuable, and offer opportunities 
for countries to collaborate and solve shared problems. 

DATE ESTABLISHED: 	  
2002

MEMBERS: 
Regional political 
leaders, government 
officials, and 
non-government 
representatives from 
business, civil society, 
and academia.

DATE ESTABLISHED: 	  
1975

MEMBERS: 
Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, 
the UK, the US

PURPOSE:
Convened by the International Institute for Strategic Studies in Singapore, 
the Shangri-La Dialogue (also known as the Asia Security Summit) is 
an annual defence and security conference that brings together defence 
ministers, government, and military officials from across the Indo-Pacific.
The Shangri-La Dialogue is a track 1.5 dialogue, combining both track one 
(official and government) and track two (non-government, business, civil 
society) meetings.

As the premier security summit in the Asia-Pacific region, the Dialogue 
provides Australia with a unique platform to engage with regional and global 
security issues.

PURPOSE:
The G7 is an informal grouping comprising seven of the world’s advanced 
economies and liberal democracies. The seven meet annually to discuss 
issues including economic governance and international security. 

Although Australia is not a member of the G7, the decisions that these 
leaders make on issues like critical minerals directly affect its foreign policy.

Shangri-La Dialogue

The Group of Seven (the G7)

DATE ESTABLISHED: 	 1971

MEMBERS: 
Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Kiribati, Nauru, New 
Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu.

PURPOSE:
The Pacific Islands Forum (PIF, formerly the South 
Pacific Forum) is an annual meeting of government 
leaders from 18 Pacific island countries. It is 
the Pacific’s key political and economic policy 
organisation. Its purpose is to enhance regional 
cooperation, and it has served as an important 

platform for Pacific islands to collectively assert 
their voice on the global stage.

The Pacific Islands Forum plays a crucial role 
in shaping the region’s political and economic 
landscape, which directly impacts Australia’s 
national interests.

Pacific Islands Forum (PIF)
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DATE ESTABLISHED: 	 2023

MEMBERS: 
Australia, India, Japan, the Philippines,  
the US

DATE ESTABLISHED: 	 2005

MEMBERS: 
ASEAN, Australia, China, India, Japan, New 
Zealand, the Republic of Korea, Russia, the US

DATE ESTABLISHED: 	 2004

MEMBERS: 
Australia, India, Japan, the US

DATE ESTABLISHED: 	 2016

MEMBERS: 
Regional political leaders, government officials, 
and non-government representatives from 
business, civil society, and academia. 

PURPOSE:
Dubbed ‘the Squad’, this informal defence 
grouping was formed as a counterbalance to 
China amid escalating China-Philippines tensions 
in the South China Sea. It involves all Quad 
members except India and, unlike the Quad, 
focuses on security (hence the addition of the ‘S’). 
The grouping began after a Defence Ministers 
meeting on the sidelines of the Shangri-La 
Dialogue in 2023.

While it’s not an officially established or widely 
recognised grouping like the Quad, the Squad 
partnership reflects Australia’s evolving network 
of alliances and partnerships in the region.

PURPOSE:
The EAS is the only leader-led forum at which 
all key Indo-Pacific partners meet to discuss 
political, security and economic challenges facing 
the region, making it the Indo-Pacific’s premier 
forum for strategic dialogue. It is comprised of 
ASEAN, along with Australia, China, India, Japan, 
New Zealand, the Republic of Korea, Russia, and 
the United States. 

Australia is a founding member of the EAS. 
The forum includes eight of Australia’s top-ten 
trading partners and is a key avenue to promote 
closer regional cooperation.

PURPOSE:
The Quad is a diplomatic grouping committed 
to supporting a free and open Indo-Pacific. The 
grouping does not include any explicit military 
elements. Instead, it supports stability and 
prosperity in the region more broadly. 

Quad members meet annually to discuss and 
respond to the Indo Pacific’s most pressing 
priorities and challenges, including health 
security, climate change, infrastructure, 
critical and emerging technology, cyber 
security, humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief, space, maritime security, countering 
disinformation, and counterterrorism.

The Quad plays a crucial role in promoting 
regional stability, security, economic 
cooperation, and the rules-based international 
order, all of which are central to Australia’s 
national interests.

PURPOSE:
The Raisina Dialogue is India’s flagship annual 
foreign policy and strategic affairs conference. It 
is hosted by the Observer Research Foundation 
(ORF) in partnership with India’s Ministry 
of External Affairs. Raisina is a track 1.5 
dialogue – bringing together political leaders 
and government officials (track 1) and non-
government representatives from business, 
civil society, and academia (track 2). This format 
allows space for participants to speak more 
frankly than they would in other formats – and 
sideline discussions between world leaders 
prove particularly fruitful. 

As a leading conference focused on global affairs 
and security, the Dialogue offers Australia a 
valuable platform to engage with a diverse group 
of international stakeholders.

The ‘Squad’East Asia Summit (EAS)

The Quad Raisina Dialogue

mailto:perthusasiacentre%40uwa.edu.au?subject=


EXPLAINER 
SERIES

perthusasiacentre@uwa.edu.au
@PerthUSAsia
PerthUSAsia
linkedin.com/company/perth-usasia-centre
perthusasia.edu.au

A
ustralia and

 the Ind
o

-P
acifi

c: 
U

nd
erstand

ing
 o

ur strateg
ic  

co
nnectio

ns to
 A

sia

mailto:perthusasiacentre%40uwa.edu.au?subject=
http://x.com/@PerthUSAsia
http://facebook.com/PerthUSAsia
http://linkedin.com/company/perth-usasia-centre
http://perthusasia.edu.au

