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Alliance - Usually, a partnership underpinned by a
defence treaty that heightens expectations among
signatories that they will provide defence assistance if
any members are attacked. One prominent example is
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), which is
comprised of 31 members including the US and most
of Europe. Australia is also party to a defence treaty:
ANZUS. Some nations and observers tend to define the
term ‘alliance’ more broadly to include relationships
whereby countries collaborate so closely that they
would be presumed to side with each other in conflict.

Australian Consortium for ‘In-Country’ Indonesian
Studies (ACICIS) - ACICIS (pronounced ah-chee-
chis) is a non-profit educational consortium based at
the University of Western Australia. It is the longest
running provider of in-country Indonesian study
programs and the primary mechanism through which
Australian students pursue study in Indonesia for
academic credit’.

Australia-India Economic Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (AI-ECTA) - A bilateral free trade
agreement between Australia and India. The
Agreement came into effect in 2022 after twelve
years of negotiations and offers new opportunities
for Australian exports in India’s growing market. The
Agreement makes it cheaper and easier for Australian
goods exports to enter India, with 85 per cent of
Australian goods entering India without tariffs and
an additional five per cent to have tariffs eliminated
by 20282

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) - A regional
grouping established in 1989 that focuses on economic
cooperation. It promotes regional free trade, economic
integration and interdependence. Its 21 member
economies are: Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China,
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia,
Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, the
Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, USA
and Vietnam.

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) -

An intergovernmental organisation founded in 1967,
consisting of 10 Southeast Asian states, focused

on promoting economic and security cooperation.
Member countries are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam. Australia became ASEAN's first
dialogue partner in 1974.

ASEAN Centrality - According to the ASEAN Charter,
one of the organisations key principles is “the
centrality of ASEAN in external political, economic,
social and cultural relations®.”

The notion refers to the organisation’s position at the
centre of a network of cooperative regional institutions
such as the ASEAN Regional Forum or Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC). Implicit in the term is
often an assumption of ASEAN leadership: ASEAN-led
mechanisms are seen as open and inclusive platform
for different regional powers to build trust and

promote the peaceful resolution of regional security
issues. This is why many Indo-Pacific powers, including
Australia, commit to upholding ASEAN centrality.

ASEAN Indo-Pacific Outlook - An official ASEAN
document that outlines the organisation’s approach to
the Indo-Pacific region. It is not a strategy but rather
outlines ASEAN members’ shared vision of an inclusive
Indo-Pacific architecture based on cooperation across
four broad fields: maritime cooperation, connectivity,
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
economy. It was intended to present an alternative

to other states’ Indo-Pacific concepts, which ASEAN
members perceived as too exclusionary (anti-China)“.

Asia Pacific - The term Asia-Pacific emerged in the
post-Cold War period as intra-regional trade and
investment began to grow. While there is no formal
geographic definition for the region, the Asia-Pacific
was broadly characterised by overlapping regional
organisations, including the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) and the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF) security dialogue. In recent years, the Indo-
Pacific has emerged as the dominant regional
geographic framing, recognising the economic and
strategic significance of India.

AUKUS - A trilateral security partnership formed

in September 2021 between Australia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States, intended to advance
shared military capabilities®. AUKUS is made up of
two parts:

Pillar I: Nuclear powered submarines
Pillar 1l: Developing “advanced capabilities”
including undersea capabilities, quantum
technology, artificial intelligence, cyber

and innovation

Australia-US Ministerial Meetings (AUSMIN) -

A forum for bilateral consultations between Australia
and the United States, held annually in a 2+2 format
(attended by Australia’s Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Minister for Defence, and the US Secretary of State
and Secretary of Defense). The consultations provide

a major opportunity to discuss shared security issues,
and to deepen cooperation.

Balance of Power - An equilibrium of power between
countries that preserves stability and peace. Also
referred to as ‘strategic equilibrium’. In International
Relations, ensuring Balance of Power is often believed
necessary to guarantee a country's survival. Therefore,
individuals or groups of countries will posture
themselves to match the power of a more powerful
country or coalition.

Battery minerals - Refers to a set of raw materials
with specific technical properties required to make
batteries. Six battery minerals are frequently identified
as being crucial for the battery industry: cobalt,
graphite, lithium, nickel, vanadium, and rare earth
minerals® (a category of critical minerals made up of
15 elements on the periodic table).



Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) - A Chinese global
infrastructure development strategy, established in
2013, otherwise known as One Belt, One Road (OBOR)
or the New Silk Road. The BRI aims to strengthen
China’s connectivity across Asia, Africa, Europe and
the Pacific by building two economic routes: a ‘Silk
Road Economic Belt' (the ‘Belt’) across the Eurasian
landmass, and a ‘21t Century Maritime Silk Road’ (the

‘Road’) across the Indian Ocean, both ending in Europe.

The routes encompass land and maritime
infrastructure investment initiatives, including
bridges, railways, ports, energy systems, and
telecommunications networks. More recently, the BRI
is looking to extend into other realms, including digital
connectivity and people-to-people ties. It is the largest
ever global infrastructure initiative.

Perceptions on the BRI are mixed, with many countries
simply viewing the initiative as a way for China to
extend and exert its influence beyond its immediate
neighbourhood. The BRI is often criticised for
providing unfair infrastructure financing to countries
that cannot repay the loan.

Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) - A regional
organisation of seven member countries (Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand).
BIMSTEC aims to accelerate shared growth and
cooperation between countries dependent on the
Bay of Bengal. It is a sector-based organisation,
designating goals and areas of cooperation to
particular countries, across a range of sectors
including trade, energy, transport, security, culture
and tourism.

Bilateral - A term used to describe the relationship
between two parties/countries, often in terms of an
agreement, treaty, partnership, or negotiation.

Bipartisan - A term used to describe support from
both parties on a policy, law or initiative within

a two-party system in which opposing parties
typically disagree.

Blue Dot Network - A joint initiative between the US,
Australia, Japan and the United Kingdom to certify
infrastructure projects that meet robust international
quality standards. It's designed to promote
transparent and economically viable infrastructure
investment as an alternative to China's Belt and Road
initiative. The BRI is often criticised for providing
unfair infrastructure financing to countries that can't
repay the loan.

Blue economy - A term formulated by small island
states, based on the United Nations’ term ‘green
economy'’. It advocates for social equity, human
well-being, and environmental sustainability in the
development of an ocean-based economy. Some
countries define the blue economy as the “sustainable
use of ocean resources for economic growth”, covering
issues like fisheries, environmental protection and

other marine resources. Others define it more broadly,
to include other economic sectors such as shipping,
ports, logistics, tourism and more.

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) - A free trade agreement
(FTA) between Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan,
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and
Vietnam. This agreement, signed in March 2018,
salvaged the Trans-Pacific Partnership following US
withdrawal in 2017. The CPTPP aims to create more
jobs, strengthen economic relations between member
countries, and reduce trade barriers, as well as
facilitate trade in sectors such as goods and services,
investment and labour mobility.

Critical infrastructure - Infrastructure considered
so vital to a country that their incapacitation or
destruction would have a debilitating effect on
security, national economic security or national
public health and safety. The Australian Government
identifies the following as critical infrastructure
sectors: communications, data storage/processing,
defence industry, energy, financial services and
markets, food and grocery, health care, higher
education and research, space technology, transport,
and water and sewerage’.

Critical minerals - Critical minerals are non-metallic
or metallic minerals that are integral to high-tech

and rapidly growing clean energy technologies. They
are deemed ‘critical’ given they are essential for the
functioning of modern technologies, economies, and
national security. Examples of critical minerals include
copper, lithium, nickel, cobalt, gallium, platinum, and
rare earth minerals®.

Critical technology - Critical technologies are current
and emerging technologies with the capacity to
significantly enhance, or pose risk to, Australia’s
national interests (i.e. economic prosperity, national
security and social cohesion). The Australian
government’s critical technologies list includes
critical minerals processing, artificial intelligence,
biological manufacturing, nuclear energy, and
quantum computing’.

Cyber espionage - Malicious activity designed to
covertly collect intelligence from a target’'s computer
systems without causing damage to those systems. It
can be conducted by state or non-state entities, and
can also include theft for commercial advantage.

Decarbonisation - The removal or reduction of carbon
dioxide output into the atmosphere by transitioning
energy sources away from high emissions sources
(e.g. fossil fuels including coal and gas) towards low
carbon sources (e.g. hydrogen).

Decoupling - Reducing reliance (trade, security,
technology) on another country. Often used to refer to
strategies to combat global reliance on China for many
commonly used minerals and technology.
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Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) - DFAT
is an Australian government department that promotes
and protects Australia’s national interests. It manages
Australia’s international presence through embassies,
high commissions and consulates around the world.

Derisking - Emerged in 2023 as an alternative to
“decoupling.” It is mostly used to refer to countries’
aims to cooperate with China in non-sensitive areas
(e.g. general manufacturing), while building up their
own capabilities in areas that China dominates (e.g.
critical minerals processing). It is designed to avoid
over-reliance on (and therefore being compromised
by) China?

Dialogue - A mechanism to facilitate the sharing of
ideas, priorities, approaches and initiatives between
countries. Dialogues occur at the track 1 level
(government-to-government), track 2 level (convened
by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) including
think tanks, universities and not-for-profits), and
track 1.5 level (a combination of representatives from
government and NGOs).

Digital economy - The worldwide network of economic
activities, commercial transactions and professional
interactions that are enabled by digital technologies''.
The digital economy has been identified as a priority for
the Australian government.

Diplomacy - Refers to how a country initiates, engages
with, and maintains its relationships with other
countries to achieve its goals. Diplomatic objectives are
politically driven and require consistent relationship
management to keep countries on good terms with

one another, while also advancing the country's
international standing and national interest.

Governments utilise diplomats as official
representatives to work with and persuade the
representatives of foreign governments to cooperate
with them to achieve goals.

Disinformation - Deliberately misleading or biased
information spread with the intent to deceive.

Diversification - The process of shifting an economy
away from reliance on a limited number of markets
and sectors, to multiple markets and sectors. An
economy that is over reliant on any one sector or
market is exposed to economic risks, including
geopolitical competition.

For example, prior to 2020, Australian grain exports
relied heavily on sales to China. But China’s trade
sanctions against Australia stopped those sales,
almost overnight. As a result, Australia began
exporting grains to Saudi Arabia and Southeast Asia.

East Asia Summit (EAS) - An annual meeting of

heads of state/government of EAS participating
countries (ASEAN member states, Australia, China,
India, Japan, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, United
States, Russia). EAS' purpose is to facilitate a leaders-

led forum for dialogue and cooperation on strategic,
economic, and political issues of common interest'2.

Economic diplomacy - A form of diplomacy where
diplomatic resources are used to promote a country’s
economic security and prosperity. Examples of
economic diplomacy include through advocacy for

an open global economy, support for businesses
seeking overseas opportunities, and strengthening
international trade through free trade agreements
and multilateral institutions like the World

Trade Organization.

Economic integration - The harmonisation of economic
policies between different countries to make it easier
for them to do trade with one another. This can include
bilateral free trade agreements (FTAs) or integration of
larger economic blocs like ASEAN.

First Nations Foreign Policy - An approach to foreign
policy centred on Indigenous perspectives and
benefitting Indigenous peoples.

It is a relatively new term, and countries that use it are
still refining the definition. New Zealand announced it
would develop an First Nations foreign policy in 2021.
In 2023, the Australian government announced the
appointment of the country's first ever Ambassador
for First Nations People who will, amongst other
things, work to embed First Nations perspectives into
Australian foreign policy.

Five Eyes (FVEY) - An agreement between Australia,
Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom

and the United States focused on intelligence
cooperation between member countries’ national
intelligence agencies.

Foreign Direct Investment - When an individual

or entity from outside Australia establishes a new
business in Australia, or acquires 10 per cent or
more of an Australian business, and so has some
control over its operations. Examples include the
establishment of Australian branches of multinational
companies or joint ventures between Australian and
foreign companies'.

Foreign interference - A coercive, deceptive or
corrupting activity conducted by, or on behalf of,

a foreign actor, adverse to the affected country’s
sovereignty and national interests. It involves

foreign countries trying to secretly interfere in a host
country's society to advance their strategic, political or
economic goals.

Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) - Japan first adopted
this term to articulate its Indo-Pacific strategy in
2016, Other countries, including Australia and the
US, use similar constructions to emphasise their
shared desire for a region free of coercion, shaped

by commonly understood rules/conventions, and
underpinned by free trade.



Freedom of navigation (FON) - An international legal
concept reflecting global consensus that the oceans
are a common good, from which all nations can benefit
from and in turn are obliged to protect. FON means
that maritime vessels have the right to transit through
the oceans unimpeded, subject to certain conditions

- for example, when entering another country’s
territorial waters.

The legal right to FON was re-affirmed in the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Though all
countries outwardly support FON as a broad concept,
some disagree on certain interpretations - particularly
when it comes to foreign military vessels entering
particular maritime zones.

Free trade agreement (FTA) - An FTA is a bilateral

or multilateral agreement to form a free-trade area
between the cooperating states. This means making

it easier and cheaper to do trade with one another,
including by removing or reducing tariffs, and/or
removing limits on how much a country can export to a
partner country.

G20 (Group of Twenty) - A forum for economic
cooperation between twenty of the world’s largest
economies: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan,
South Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States, and the
European Union. Together, they cover 85 per cent of
the world’s GDP, 75 per cent of global trade, and two
thirds of the world's population’.

The G20 works in consultation with other economic
organisations - like the World Trade Organization - to
help find better ways for countries to face economic
challenges. The G20 Summit is convened annually
under the leadership of a rotating presidency.

G7 (Group of Seven) - An informal grouping of
advanced democracies that meets annually to
coordinate global economic policy and address other
transnational issues. G7 members are Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the
United States as well as the European Union. Some
analysts dispute the G7's relevance due to internal
divisions (including the suspension of Russia's
membership in 2014) and the emergence of the G20 as
a more relevant and effective grouping.

Geoeconomics - Refers to when countries use
economic tools to advance their political (geopolitical)
goals. For example, China is increasingly using
economic tools for political power and influence.

In 2020, Australia pushed for an independent
investigation into the origin of COVID-19. China
responded by blocking exports of certain Australian
products into China, with the intention of causing
economic harm to Australia as political punishment
for “smearing” China’s reputation’®. China’s actions
were geoeconomics.

Geopolitics /geopolitical competition - Refers to

the impact geography has on a country’s position,
influence, and power, as well as how countries interact
with each other (i.e. their politics). Relationships
between countries are influenced by how close they
are geographically, significant geographical features,
and the region around them.

The term geopolitics is often widely used to simply
refer to international politics. Similarly, geopolitical
competition can loosely refer to strategic competition
between countries.

Global commons - Natural assets and resources
outside of national jurisdiction, such as oceans, space
and the Antarctic.

Great power competition - Refers to the competition
between powerful countries, to shape international
affairs. The US and China - both in the world'’s top

3 for economic and military strength - are described
as being in a “great power competition” because they
have different visions of how international cooperation
and stability should be managed.

Guardrails - For example, the US is trying to resume
military-to-military talks with China. If a Chinese and
US ship crashed into each other in the South China
Sea, having open channels of communication - i.e. a
“guardrail” - could help avert an accident escalating
into a conflict.

Hard power - The use of coercive measures,
such as military force and economic sanctions, to
influence others.

Hard power is just one of the tools governments use to
exert influence. See also: Soft Power.

Hot spots - Also referred to as flash points, a hot spot
is an area or dispute that has a strong possibility of
developing into a war. Indo-Pacific hotspots include the
South China Sea, Taiwan and North Korea.

Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA) - A free trade
agreement between Australia and Indonesia, signed
in 2019 after 11 years of negotiations. It focuses on
combining strengths so that Australia and Indonesia
can work together to make products to supply to
other countries. For example, the Agreement allows
Australia to export its wheat to Indonesia, which

is then manufactured into noodles, and sent from
Indonesia to other global markets'’.

Indo-Pacific - A term used by Australia and other
countries to define the geographic region comprising
all nations, islands and waters that surround the
Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, with the ASEAN
countries considered geographically at the centre
“Specific definitions of the Indo-Pacific vary. For
example the US, India and Japan include the east
coast of Africa through to the Pacific, while Australia
defines the region from India east to the Pacific.
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Some countries use the term as a purely geographic
descriptor. Australia uses it as a strategic concept,
because it situates Australia at the centre of a region
of the world's fastest growing economies, and includes
all its important economic and strategic partners.

The Indo-Pacific is at the heart of Australian foreign
policy and decision making - it was first used by

the Australian government in the 2013 Defence

White Paper and has featured in government policy
documents ever since.

Intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) - A nuclear
ballistic missile with a range greater than 5,000
kilometres, designed for nuclear weapons delivery.
ICBMs can have a range up to 15,000 kilometres,
making any target in the world vulnerable. Only
the US, Russia, China and North Korea have

ICBM capacity.

Interoperability - The ability of different countries’
defence forces to operate together. Interoperability
allows defence forces to communicate and

share common procedures, infrastructure and
bases. It enables pooling of resources to achieve
strategic objectives, particularly among allies and
partner countries.

Internationalisation - refers to the increasing
global interdependence and interconnectedness in
international trade (FTAs, multilateral trade blocs)
and international relations (treaties, alliances,
regional institutions).

The term is also frequently used in the context of
bilateral disputes, when one country seeks to involve
- or prevent the involvement of - third parties.

For example, China strongly prefers to discuss

South China Sea disputes directly with individual
competing claimants rather than have the dispute

be ‘internationalised’ by allowing the involvement of
ASEAN or the US.

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) -

An intergovernmental organisation aimed at
strengthening regional cooperation and sustainable
development within the Indian Ocean region. It has
23 member states (Australia, Bangladesh, Comoros,
France, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Madagascar,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, Oman,
Seychelles, Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, Sri
Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, United Arab Emirates,
Yemen) and 10 dialogue partners (China, Egypt,
Germany, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Russia, Turkey,
UK, USA).

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF)
- An initiative launched in 2022 that seeks to guide US
economic engagement in the Indo-Pacific. Since the US
is not involved in the big Indo-Pacific trade agreements
like RCEP and the CPTPP (because of domestic
protectionism), the Framework is an important way to
keep the US economically involved in the region.

The Framework seeks to advance resilience,
sustainability, inclusiveness, economic growth,
fairness and competitiveness for Indo-Pacific
economies. It contains four pillars: (1) trade; (2)

supply chains; (3) clean energy, decarbonisation

and infrastructure; and (4) tax and anti-corruption.
Member countries are Australia, Brunei, Fiji, India,
Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam'.

Infrastructure - Structures and organisations
necessary for the functioning of a country.
Infrastructure can be placed into one of three
categories: hard infrastructure (roads, airports,
ports and railways); soft infrastructure (institutions
and systems); and human infrastructure (skills

and knowledge).

Infrastructure gap - Refers to the gap between
available infrastructure, and what is required.
Developing countries across the Indo-Pacific with
rapidly growing populations have massive unmet
demand for both hard and soft infrastructure.

Liberal International Order* (see Rules-Based Order)

Like-minded - Countries with similar political systems,
economies, geopolitical goals and priorities, and norms
and values. E.g. Australia and the US; Australia and

Japan; Australia and India; Australia and New Zealand.

Mekong Australia Partnership (MAP) - A DFAT
program designed to respond to shared regional
challenges between Australia and Mekong countries
(Southeast Asian countries situated along the
Mekong river: Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia
and Vietnam). Australia works closely with Mekong
partners to align MAP projects with their priorities,
funding $232 million in activities, initiatives and
programs for post-COVID recovery'.

METS sector - Refers to the Mining Equipment,
Technology and Services (METS) sector.

Middle-power - A with moderate influence and
international recognition, e.g. Australia.

Misinformation - Incorrect information spread
unintentionally, by error or mistake. Unlike
disinformation, misinformation does not have the
intention of causing harm.

MIKTA - A grouping of Mexico, India, South Korea,
Turkey and Australia established in 2013. It is
primarily a consultative grouping. Its key objective is
to bridge the gap between developed and developing
countries, and build consensus on shared challenges.

Minilateral groups - A small, issue-driven group of
countries. They are less formal than multilateral
groups, usually don’t have formal rules and often
focus on specific issues like intelligence or technology
sharing, or development assistance. Examples of
minilateral groups are AUKUS, the Quad, Five Eyes
and MIKTA.



Muttilateral - A form of cooperation between at least
three countries through international organisation.
To join and participate in a multilateral organisation,
countries must agree to abide by a set of rules,
usually outlined in a document like a “charter.”

The United Nations is the most notable example of a
multilateral organisation. It has 193 member states
with a commitment to a shared goal of maintaining
international peace and security. The UN is governed
by a set of rules and principles outlined in the UN
Charter, which must be followed by member countries.

National security - The ability and duty of a country
to protect its territory, institutions, and citizens.
Governments rely on a number of measures to
safeguard national security, including military,
economic, and political power, as well as diplomacy.

Nine-dash line - Refers to China’s claim over 90

per cent of the South China Sea based on a 20"
century map which marks the area with 9 dashes.
The region overlaps with the exclusive economic
zones of Indonesia, Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Taiwan and Vietnam. According to the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, China’s nine-dash
line has no lawful effect.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) - Also known
as the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), an international
treaty to prevent the proliferation, acquisition and
spread of nuclear weapons and their technology. The
treaty came into effect in 1970 and has three main
pillars: non-proliferation, disarmament, and peaceful
uses of nuclear energy.

The treaty has two types of signatories: nuclear-
weapon states, defined as those that have built and
tested nuclear explosive devices before 1967, and
non-nuclear-weapon states. The nuclear-weapons
states are the United States, the United Kingdom,
France, China, and Russia. Under the NPT, nuclear-
weapons states cannot transfer nuclear weapons
nor aid a non-nuclear weapon country in developing
their own nuclear program. By signing, non-nuclear
states forfeit their right to their own future nuclear
weapons programs.

191 countries have signed the NPT, but North
Korea, India, Israel, Pakistan, and South Sudan are
not signatories.

Nuclear submarines - Submarines powered by nuclear
energy, as opposed to diesel or electricity. Nuclear
submarines are able to travel far greater distances

as they generate their own energy. Their nuclear
propulsion technology removes the need to resurface
or refuel as much as diesel submarines, making them
harder to detect.

Under the AUKUS partnership, Australia will acquire
three nuclear submarines from the US (Virginia
Class), as well as trilaterally-developed submarines
based on a UK design, known as SSN-AUKUS.

Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment
(PGII) - A collaborative effort of G7 members to
deliver projects to close the infrastructure gap in
developing countries, strengthen the global economy
and supply chains, and advance US national security.
PGIl aims to mobilise US$600 billion by 2027 in global
infrastructure investments across four priority pillars:
(1) energy security and climate resilient infrastructure;
(2) secure information technology; (3) gender equity
and equality; and (4) health infrastructure®.

Partnerships for Infrastructure (P4l) - An Australian
government funded initiative to support infrastructure
development in Southeast Asia through stronger
partnerships between Australia and the region. It
aims to bridge the development gap in Southeast
Asian countries to maintain growth momentum, tackle
poverty and respond to climate change?'.

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) - A foreign
policy strategic dialogue between Australia, India,
Japan, and the United States, to support a free and
open Indo-Pacific. Commenced in 2007 following the
Indian Ocean tsunami, the Quad paused activity until
it was resumed on the sidelines of the 2017 ASEAN
Summit. The Quad’s current agenda focuses on health
security, climate, critical and emerging technology,
space, infrastructure, and cyber security.

Rare earth elements (REEs) - Rare earths are a
category of critical minerals made up of 15 elements
on the periodic table. They are used in technologies
for medicine (like MRI machines), phones, computers,
electric and hybrid vehicles, communication systems,
and defence (weapons).

Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA) - A defence
agreement that enables both countries’ defence forces
to train and work together on each other’s soil.

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
- Entered into force in 2022, RCEP is a regional free
trade agreement that strengthens and builds upon
existing free trade agreements between Australia

and 14 other Indo-Pacific countries. It is the world's
largest free trade agreement, encompassing the
countries of ASEAN as well as ASEAN's free trade
agreement partners.

Regional architecture - A collective network of
organisations, institutions, bilateral and multilateral
agreements, dialogue forums, and other relevant
mechanisms that work collectively for regional
prosperity, peace and stability.

*Rules-based order (RBO) - An international political
and strategic system in which all (or most) states
follow conventions and rules when interacting

with each other. This includes avoiding the use of
force to coerce other countries. But it also involves
participating in free trade and protecting all
countries’ rights to benefit from shared resources
like space and the oceans. The United Nations and
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the World Trade Organization are both examples of
the international community’s efforts to jointly shape
these common rules.

Small Island Developing States - A distinct group
of island states identified by the United Nations
facing unique social, economic and environmental
vulnerabilities. These unique challenges include
the heightened impacts of climate change, ocean
management, biodiversity loss, and irregular
international trade due to their remote geography.

There are 39 States and 18 Associate Members of
United Nations regional commissions that come under
this definition. They are located in the Caribbean, the
Pacific, the Atlantic, the Indian Ocean and South China
Sea. The combined population of all small island states
is 65 million - less than 1 per cent of the world's
population. Examples of Indo-Pacific small island
states are Mauritius, Seychelles, Papua New Guinea
and Solomon Islands.

Soft power - The ability to influence the behaviour
and thinking of others though the power of attraction
(without coercive measures) including though culture,
political values and foreign policy. Soft power allows a
country to achieve its goals by having other countries
follow or agree to a situation, rather than strong-
arming them into agreement - power through co-
opting, not coercion (i.e hard power).

Statecraft - Refers to the skill, strategy, and tools a
country uses to advance its international interests.
Common examples of statecraft include international
aid (to build the capabilities of a partner country and
strengthen the bilateral relationship), scholarships (to
build people-to-people links and positive impressions
of the host country), and defence cooperation. The

the term is all-encompassing, reflecting the role of
government, the private sector, and the community in
building and advancing international relationships.

Strategic competition - On a spectrum where
cooperation is at one end and conflict at the other,
strategic competition sits somewhere in the middle.
It encompasses the activities a country (or countries)
might undertake to overtake their competitor’s
influence. It can include security, economic, domestic
industrial and foreign policy activities. For example,
the US' efforts to build a domestic computer micro-
chip (semiconductor) industry is part of its effort

to challenge China’s global dominance of many
technological fields, and an example of strategic
competition in action.

Sovereign capability - A country’s ability to have full
national control of and access to industrial capabilities
such as essential skills, infrastructure, defence,
technology, intellectual property, financial resources
and supply chains.

Strategic equilibrium - A world order where no
country dominates, and no country is dominated.
Under these conditions, countries are free to make
choices based on their own national interests.

Superpower - A country with a dominant position

on the global stage, characterised by its ability to
exert influence or project power on an international
scale. This is done through the combined means of
economic, military, technological, political, cultural
and diplomatic strength. The US is often referred to as
a superpower.

Supply Chain - A connected system or network of
facilities that converts raw materials into finished
products that are then delivered to a customer. In
a globalised world, supply chains are increasingly
complex and often involve multiple countries with
multiple stages.

While a supply chain deals with building the product
and getting it to the consumer, the value chain looks
for ways to enhance the product’s value as it moves
along that supply chain.

Tariff - a tax placed by one country on the product
imported from another country. Tariffs are used to
raise revenue and protect competitive advantage for
the importing country’s own products.

Tariff rate quota (TRQ) - A quota agreed upon under
a free trade agreement that allows a certain quantity
of a particular product or good to enter a country at a
reduced tariff rate or tariff free. For example, IA-CEPA
allowed imports of 575,000 Australian cattle into
Indonesia at a zero per cent tariff in the first year of
the agreement.

Trade architecture - Refers to the agreements

and institutions regulating trade. For example, the
Indo-Pacific trade architecture is characterised by

its two mega-regional trade agreements, RCEP

and the CPTPP. These agreements set the rules

for how member countries engage with each other
economically to achieve a region-wide trading system.

Trade liberalisation - The removal or reduction of
restrictions on trade between countries - including
tariffs, duties, surcharges, licensing rules and
quotas. The World Trade Organization promotes
trade liberalisation, which is also practiced between
countries through free trade agreements.

Trade war - A trade war occurs when countries
impose or raise tariffs and trade barriers (i.e. blocking
imports and exports) against each other. Trade wars
usually occur when a country views another as a
competitor with unfair trading practices. The US-China
trade war is an example of this.

Trilateral - Cooperation between three parties/
countries, usually in terms of an agreement, treaty,
partnership, or negotiation.



Trusted Information Sharing Network (TISM) -

The Australian government’s primary mechanism to
engage with industry on critical infrastructure. It brings
together stakeholders from critical infrastructure,
supply chain entities, peak bodies, education and
government. Its aim is to enhance the security and
resilience of Australian critical infrastructure.

US-Australia Alliance - Formally established under
the Australia, New Zealand, and United States
(ANZUS) security treaty in 1951, the US-Australia
Alliance is Australia’s most important relationship.
There are strong formal structures of cooperation
between Australia and the United States spanning
foreign policy, defence and security, intelligence,
development, energy, environment, education, law,
trade and investment. The two countries also work
side by side through a number of multilateral strategic
partnerships, including AUKUS, the Quad and with
Japan through the Trilateral Strategic Dialogue?.

Unicorn - Start-up companies valued at over
US$1 billion.

US Development Finance Corporation (DPC) - America’s
development finance institution. DFC partners with

the private sector to finance sectors including energy,
healthcare, critical infrastructure, and technology.

Value chain - Also referred to as global value chains
(GVCs), value chains are production networks that span
multiple countries. The most prominent example of a
value chain is the production of an iPhone: it consists of
multiple components made in different countries, finally
being assembled in one country before being shipped
to the consumer. Value chains are not exclusive to
technology production, and also apply to agriculture,
batteries and electric vehicles, services, and education.

While a supply chain deals with building the product
and getting it to the consumer, the value chain looks for
ways to enhance the product’s value as it moves along
that supply chain.

White Paper - White Papers are used by governments
to communicate and outline official policies. For
example, Defence and Foreign Policy White Papers seek
to set out a comprehensive and long-term framework
for Australia’s international engagement.

World Trade Organization (WTO) - The only global
organisation dealing with the rules of trade between
countries. Governed by agreements that are signed
by the bulk of the world’s trading nations, the WTO
is responsible for operating a global system of
trade rules, provides a forum for negotiating trade
agreements, and settles trade disputes between

its members.
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