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How do Indonesia’s elections work?

Indonesia is key to Australia’s future, and a central part of its economic and strategic engagement 
in the Indo-Pacific region. The country is not only Australia’s closest and biggest neighbour, it’s the 
world’s third largest democracy and set to be the fifth (or even fourth) largest economy by 2050. 
And Australians increasingly visit, study and work in Indonesia – in 2022 alone, more than 600,000 
Australians travelled to Indonesia.1

On 14 February 2024, Indonesia will hold one of the biggest one-day elections in the world. More than 
204 million eligible voters will decide on Indonesia’s president and his vice, members of Indonesia’s 
national parliament, as well as members of the governing councils at provincial, municipal and local 
levels.2 These voters are spread across 514 regencies, more than 7000 sub-districts and almost 84,000 
villages.3 1,75 million members of Indonesia’s diaspora will also cast their vote.4

The future trajectory of Australia’s relationship with Indonesia will be significantly shaped by the 
make-up of the new government. The Indonesian President has far-reaching institutional powers 
and is the central decision-maker in Indonesia’s foreign policy. Their priorities and preferences thus 
substantially shape the country’s foreign policy agenda, and Australia’s place within it.

Electoral process

The elections are a testament to how far Indonesia has come since its democratic transition in 1999. 
Following more than three decades of authoritarian rule under President Suharto (1967-1998), 
Indonesia today is a consolidated democracy with a multi-party presidential system.

Since the 2019 election, executive and legislative branches of government are elected simultaneously.

EXECUTIVE ELECTIONS

The Indonesian president is simultaneously the head of state as well as the head of government, 
meaning he or she forms a cabinet independently from the parliament. 

In contrast to Australia, Indonesians directly elect their president. Any presidential candidate must 
win more than 50 per cent of popular votes to enter office. If no candidate reaches a majority, a run-off 
round is held.

The path to winning the election consists of several stages, however. 

President and vice-president register together as a running team. A common election strategy is 
to select running mates to counter perceived weaknesses in a candidate’s platform, particularly to 
mobilise votes among Indonesia’s Islamic communities (approximately 87 per cent of the population 
are Muslim). Regional representation is another important factor that can influence the pairing.

The nomination of presidential candidates is determined by political parties. A party can only nominate 
a candidate for the office if that party secured at least 20 per cent of seats or 25 per cent of votes in the 
previous parliamentary election.

Since it is rare in Indonesia’s diverse party landscape that one party holds the required minimum 
seats, presidential candidates must build coalitions of support. These coalitions are often pragmatic 
rather than based on similarities in party values or ideologies. Parties provide their political support to 
a candidate on the promise of cabinet positions following a successful election campaign.
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On 14 Feb- 
ruary 2024, Indonesians 
will once again go to 
the ballot box in the 
single biggest election 
in the country’s history

LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS

Indonesia’s legislature, the People's Consultative Assembly (Majelis Permusyawaratan Rakyat or 
MPR), has two chambers. 

The upper house is the Council of Representatives of the Regions (Dewan Perwakilan Daerah or DPD). 
Each of Indonesia’s 38 provinces elects 4 members to the DPD – a total of 152 regional representatives 
in 2024.

The lower house is the House of Representatives (Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat or DPR). The DPR is the 
more important house. It passes laws, approves government regulations, and deliberates proposals 
made by the DPD. 

To secure a seat in the DPR, parties must reach at least 4 per cent of the national vote. 

Since 2017, parties’ ballot lists must include at least 30 per cent women and place a female candidate 
every third place on the list.5

Members of the DPR are elected in a proportional open list system. The General Election Commission 
(Komisi Pemilihan Umum or KPU) determines electoral districts and allocates parliamentary seats to 
each according to their population. Every constituency then elects several members for parliament in 
their district through an open party list.

Indonesia’s 2024 presidential race

A controversial 
court ruling that 

allowed Gibran to 
run despite his young 

age now threatens 
Prabowo’s electability

Prabowo joined 
hands with Gibran 

Rakabuming  
Raka, the 

son of incumbent 
President Widodo as 

his vice candidate

There are almost 
205 million eligible 
voters and 1.75 
million diaspora 
voters. 60 per 
cent of them are 
young voters

In contrast to most previous elections, the 2024 presidential elections 
will be a three-way race: Prabowo Subianto and Ganjar Pranowo are 

going head-to-head in the polls, followed by Anies Baswedan
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